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Save the Bay Swim Hosts 278 Swimmers 

Capt. Ian Johnson, Commanding Officer of Naval Station Newport, 

Elizabeth Biesel, swim ambassador and Olympic medalist (left) and 

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) greet Save the Bay Swim 

participants as they suited up for 43rd annual 1.7 nautical mile swim 

across Narragansett Bay.  There were 278 swimmers and over 100 

kayakers who came together to raise money for critical support in 

Save the Bayôs efforts to protect and restore the Narragansett Bay 

region.   
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NS Newport Public Affairs Office  
PAO Office Line: (401) 841-3538 
Base Condition Line: (401) 841-2211 
E-Mail: NWPT_ContactUs@navy.mil  
 
Command and Staff 
Capt. Ian L. Johnson, Commanding Officer 
Lisa Rama, Public Affairs Officer 
Cmdr. Corey Barker, Public Affairs Officer 
Kalen Arreola, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

NEWPORT, R.I. - When a 
cyberattack hits an American 
financial institution, or the energy 
grid of a major U.S. city, what role 
should the U.S. military be prepared 
to take? 
That was one of the central 

questions posed at a U.S. Naval War 
College war game last week. The 
Defend Forward: 2019 Critical 
Infrastructure War Game gathered 
more than 100 people from finance, 
energy, government and academia to 
participate in an unclassified two-day 
event on July 25 and 26. 
It was the third in a series of 

cyber critical infrastructure war 
games held by the collegeôs Cyber 
and Innovation Policy Institute. 
ñThe Naval War College stands 

at the forefront of efforts to better 
understand the interconnectedness of 
the public-private partnership, 
especially in the increasingly 
contested realm of cyberspace,ò 
Acting President Lewis Duncan told 
the group in his welcoming remarks. 
U.S. Coast Guard Rear Adm. Pete 

Brown, deputy assistant to the 
president and homeland security and 
counterterrorism adviser at the 
National Security Council, told the 
players that they can play an 
important role in cyber defense. 
ñNation-states, criminal and 

terrorist actors seek to steal our 
intellectual property and our personal 
information, and damage our 

infrastructure through the use of 
malicious cyber tools,ò Brown said in 
his opening remarks. 
ñExercises like this one are 

critically important to understand the 
characterization of risk between the 
public and private sector, as well as 
the capabilities we each have to 
protect our assets and our nation.ò 
The gameôs title - Defend 

Forward - is a reference to the 2018 
U.S. Cyber Command strategy that 
calls for ñdefending forwardò against 

groups that have used hostile cyber 
tactics against the United States. 
ñThe brunt of cyber activity is 

occurring in the private sector,ò said 
Jacquelyn Schneider, assistant 
professor in the collegeôs Strategic 
and Operational Research 
Department, in an interview about the 
game that she co-authored. 
ñFor anyone who uses virtual 

banking, the viability of the financial 

Rear Adm. Pete Brown, U.S. Coast Guard National Security Council, gives 
opening remarks for the Defend Forward: 2019 Critical Infrastructure War 
Game at the U.S. Naval War College, July 25, 2019. The Defend Forward: 2019 
Critical Infrastructure War Game gathered more than 100 players from 
around the nation to participate in an unclassified two-day event on July 25 
and 26. This is the third in a series of cyber critical infrastructure war games 
held by the collegeôs Cyber and Innovation Policy Institute. The gameôs 
findings could be used to help inform the Cyberspace Solarium Commission, 
a congressionally created working group looking at American cyber strategy. 
(U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Tyler D. John)  

U.S. Naval War College Holds War Game Looking  

at Cyber Defense of the Private Sector 

Continued on next page 

mailto:nwpt_contactus@navy.mil
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Ens. Matthew Garcia was 
running on the installation in April 
during Officer Candidate School, 
when he noticed trash washed up 
along the beach.  
ñI couldnôt believe the amount 

of trash, and specifically plastic, 
that had washed ashore,ò said 
Garcia. ñI take pride in being 
stationed at NS Newport and the 
appearance of trash is unbecoming 
of such a prestigious base. But 
this trash also reveals that it is not 
just a local nuisance, but a problem 
for all of humanity with a global 
impact.ò 
He and his shipmates at the 

Navy Supply Corps School helped 
pick up the trash, and they all 
acknowledged that a Navy-

wide, maritime 
waste mitigation 
strategy would be 
globally 
beneficial. 
ñI plan to 

return in the fall 
with classmates and finish the job 
we started,ò said Garcia. ñI also 
plan to ask classmates to aid in 
shoreline clean-up each month at a 
different location on base.ò 

Ens. Matthew Garcia (from left), 

Ens. Alisa Sandlin, Ens. Daniel 

Amadi,  Ens. Whitney Ward, 

and Ens. Krista Trefren, took 

the initiative to clean up the 

coastline at Coddington Cove 

Sunday, July 14. 

Navy Supply Corps School Students Lead Coddington Cove Clean Up 

system is existential. At the same 
time, the energy infrastructure is 
something that touches every 
American. We know that in crises, 
our adversaries will be looking at the 
financial and energy sectors as the 
soft underbelly of the United States,ò 
she said. 
ñThatôs where weôre going to see 

the most need for government 
collaboration. This game is trying to 
understand where the government 
should put its resources to help deter, 
defend and respond to attacks.ò 
The gameôs findings may be used 

to help inform the Cyberspace 
Solarium Commission, a 
congressionally created working 
group looking at American cyber 
strategy. 
Mark Montgomery, commission 

executive director, attended the event 
and said he hoped to come away with 
new insights and creative ideas for 
handling private-sector cyberattacks. 
ñA large percentage of our 

national security critical 
infrastructure is owned and operated 
by the private sector,ò Montgomery 
said in an interview. ñWe need to 

ensure it is protected and supported 
at the same level as our government-
operated infrastructure.ò 
The scenario of the game was 

that a ñred stateò with powers equal 
to the United States conducted low-
level cyberattacks for six months 
against U.S. financial and energy 
targets, using cyber tactics to gain 
strategic access, gather personal 
information about ñblueò leaders and 
steal intellectual property from the 
financial sector. 
The game then imagined that the 

ñred stateò wanted to influence the 
political election of a ñblue stateò 
ally. 
ñThe first move is all about what 

ódefend forwardô looks like on a 
normal day,ò Schneider said. ñThen 
it sets up a potential crisis to see how 
ódefend forwardô - which is a concept 
written for day-to-day competition - 
how that translates into gearing up 
for a crisis and the response to a 
crisis.ò 
The game was held at an 

unclassified level to allow people 
from the private sector to attend, 
Schneider said. 

Representatives from major U.S. 
banks, financial corporations and 
energy companies were among the 
players. Participants were separated 
into rooms that represented the 
finance, energy, government sectors - 
with people designated as the chief 
executives, chief operating officers 
or chief information officers of 
fictional companies. 
These groups grappled with how 

to respond to the scenario of an 
invasive security breach: Do we take 
the bank offline? Do we pause 
mobile banking? Do we have a 
bitcoin account established to pay 
hackers? Do we have a response firm 
on retainer? Do we issue a press 
release? 
ñThis game is about institutions, 

information sharing and about 
strategic decisions and strategic trade
-offs,ò Schneider said. 
ñItôs less about todayôs current 

capabilities and more about thinking 
through big-level strategic problems 
and thinking about the art of the 
possible.ò 
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Capt. Ian Wexler, Judge Advocate Generalôs 

Corps, United States Navy, assumed the 

directorship of the Defense Institute of 

International Legal Studies (DIILS), from 

Colonel Kirk Davies, Judge Advocate 

Generalôs Corps, United States Air Force, in 

an assumption of command ceremony 

officiated by Mr. Robert Helfant, Principal 

Director, Building Partner Capacity, Defense 

Security Cooperation Agency.  Wexler is the 

13th Director of DIILS and is a native of 

Highland Park, N.J., and a graduate of 

Rutgers University, and University of 

Richmond School of Law. 

U.S. Navy Captain Assumes the Directorship  

at Defense Institute of International Legal Studies 

Naval Station Newport is hosting 
the Gold Star Teen Sailing 
Adventure camp for the sixth year in 
a row this week with 20 teens from 
throughout the United States and 
England on the base until Saturday.   
The campers arrived last 

Saturday and moved right into King 
Hall for the week. While here in the 
Ocean State, they enjoyed tours of 
some of the mansions, visiting the 
Cliff Walk, a clambake on 3rd 
Beach; rappelling and a weapons 
simulator over at Camp Fogarty; a 

patrol boat ride provided ty the 
Coast Guard at Castle Hill; 
simulator tours at the Surface 
Warfare Officersô School Command 
and, of course, sailing out of the 
MWR marina on Rhodes 19 sail 
boats.  Capt. Ian Johnson, 
Commanding Officer of Naval 
Station Newport, went down and 
greeted the campers earlier today.   
They had plenty of compliments 

about the food at Ney Hall Galley 
and the fun they were having in the 
barracks.  The Gold Star Teen 

Sailing Adventure Camp is staffed 
completely by volunteers and is 
offered to young teens, completely 
free of charge, who have lost a loved 
one in combat or while on they were 
serving on active duty.  The campers 
are dependents/related to servicemen 
and women from all branches of the 
armed forces including our allies.  
For more information on this 

program and how you can get 
involved, go to: 
www.saltysailingadventures.org. 
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Forty-seven Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center (NUWC) Division 
Newport employees have won the 
prestigious Warfare Center Award 
for calendar year 2018.  
The Naval Sea Systems 

Command (NAVSEA) Warfare 
Centers Board of Directors 
recognized excellence in six areas: 
talent management, collaboration, 
innovation, knowledge sharing, 
technical support services and a new 
category, information security.  
This year, the competition was 

significant ï the board reviewed 
nearly 80 nomination packages of 
approximately 600 workforce 
members from all 10 divisions of the 
Naval Surface (NSWC) and 
Undersea Warfare Centers. This is 
the 14th year for the Warfare Center 
Awards program, which spotlights 
the extraordinary work being done 
across the entire NAVSEA 
enterprise.  

 
Collaboration 
Division Newportôs exemplary 

ability to collaborate with other 
commands is being honored in the 
collaboration category, with Division 
Newport personnel on four of the 
eight winning teams.  
The first team in this category is 

the Power and Energy Community of 
Interest Team recognized for their 
substantial contributions to the 
development and evaluation of 
advanced power and energy 
technologies resulting from 
collaboration among NSWC 
Carderock, NSWC Crane, NUWC 
Newport and NSWC Philadelphia 
Divisions, NAVSEA, the Naval Air 
Systems Command (NAVAIR), the 
Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command and the Marine Corps 
Systems Command. Dr. Joseph H. 
Fontaine, of Division Newportôs 
Undersea Warfare (USW) Weapons, 
Vehicles and Defensive Systems 

Department, was a contributing team 
member.  
The Electronic Warfare (EW), 

USW and High Energy Lasers (HEL) 
Campaign Collaboration Team 
earned their award for advancements 
in identifying, validating, and 
resolving high value requirements for 
Naval Test and Evaluation and 
Training (T&E/T) Optimization 
across the Naval Research and 
Development Enterprise through 
collaboration among NSWC 
Dahlgren, NSWC Carderock, NSWC 
Crane, NUWC Keyport, NUWC 
Newport, and NSWC Port Hueneme 
divisions. Division Newport winners 
are David A. Abdow, Jeffrey D. 
Hebert, Patrick Bordner, Charles J. 
McSoley, Edward P. Dunn, and Eric 
S. Spigel, all in the Ranges, 
Engineering and Analysis 
Department. 
The United Kingdom (UK) 

Tomahawk Weapon Control System 
(TWCS) Team was recognized for 
their outstanding contributions to the 
UK Royal Navy Astute-class 
submarines. Division Newport 
winners are Scott P. Aubuchon, 
Christopher J. Plezia, Gail A. 
Genora, Steven Rebello, Joseph H. 
Janton, Joseph E. Rheaume, Peter M. 
Paranzino, and Concepcion Vazquez, 

all of the USW Combat Systems 
Department. 
Division Newport collaborated 

with the NAVAIR program office, 
NSWC Dahlgren Division, Lockheed 
Martin Manassas, and the UK 
Ministry of Defense. The Division 
Newport UK TWCS Team designed, 
developed, integrated and delivered a 
standalone TWCS for UK 
submarines in 24 months. By 
reducing system footprint through 
software virtualization, the team 
achieved major cost savings 
including over $30 million in 
hardware costs alone.  
Another multi-site winning team 

is the Undersea Encapsulation 
Technical Capability Demonstration 
Team. Division Newport winners are 
Dr. John Castano, Steven A. Fultz, 
James A. Pianfetti, Matthew D. 
Haley, Zachary H. Richards, Joseph 
N. Helger, Nicholas B. Rommel, Dr. 
Jason M. Kane and Trevor M. 
Whitney, in the USW Weapons, 
Vehicles and Defensive Systems 
Department; and Gary H. Kim, 
Platform and Payload Integration 
Department. 
Team members from NSWC 

Panama City, NUWC Keyport, and 
NUWC Newport divisions rapidly 
developed and successfully 

47 NUWC Division Newport Employees  

Win 2018 Warfare Center Award 
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demonstrated undersea encapsulated 
payload delivery technology in 
response to a Joint Emergent 
Operational Need Statement. The 
team designed and fabricated an in-
house underwater capsule, and 
conducted a successful payload 
release technical demo from the 
ground up in 27 months. NSWC 
Panama City Division led the capsule 
development; NUWC Division 
Newport modified an existing 
payload to be housed and released 
from the submerged capsule; and 
NUWC Division Keyport facilitated 
components for capsule fabrication, 
developed procedures for safe system 
handling, launch, and recovery, and 
hosted the demonstration event.  

 
Information security 
Rebecca Chhim of the Corporate 

Operations Department won the 
information security award for 
consistently dedicating her efforts to 
develop and maintain cybersecurity 
programs to support the Navyôs 
requirement of accelerated 
acquisition, and increase workforce 
awareness and understanding of 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities. In 
2018, Chhim developed the Risk 
Management Framework (RMF) 
Tool at the NAVSEA level, which 
positively impacted the NAVSEA 
Enterprise and its pursuit of swift 
cybersecurity accreditation of 
systems engineering software. The 
development of the RMF tool, with 
its easy-to-navigate menu of 
requirements, removed a tremendous 
burden from users trying to get their 
systems to the fleet. 

 
Knowledge sharing 
The Research Commons Team, 

led by Division Newportôs Elizabeth 
Peimer of the Corporate Operations 
Department, is a winner in the 
knowledge-sharing category. In 
2018, the team developed a dynamic 
web portal for accessing digital 
library subscriptions, information and 
research tools, allowing the Warfare 
Centers to avoid duplication of effort 
and resources while increasing 

opportunities for research 
collaboration. The Research 
Commons Team developed the scope 
and objectives that support mission 
requirements such as high velocity 
learning, cross-warfare center 
collaboration, digital preservation, 
publication visibility and transparent 
metrics. Their efforts doubled the 
number of resources and tools 
available to users while saving more 
than $500,000 at the pilot sites last 
year.  
A second winner in the 

knowledge-sharing category is the 
People's Integrated Essential 
Resource (PIER) Team, which 
includes Division Newport 
employees Jason Benda and Nicolina 
Kelly, both of the Corporate 
Operations Department. The team 
successfully developed and launched 
the PIER website, providing a 
repository of links to pertinent 
information for all NAVSEA 
employees on iNFUSION, an internal 
NAVSEA information-sharing 
platform, and contains information 
for employees 
during their entire 
career lifecycle 
from onboarding to 
retirement.  
It provides a 

significant 
reduction in the 
amount of time that 
the workforce 
members would 
spend looking 
across multiple 
websites for 
authoritative career 
information. The 
PIER Team 
implemented the 
first version in 
January 2018. In 
the span of one 
year, the PIER 
Team took the 
proposed solution 
to reality and 
piloted six site-
specific PIERs 
within NAVSEA. 

At the end of fiscal year 2018, the 
PIER Team provided turnkey 
templates, maintenance and 
sustainment plans, and an 
implementation path for PIERs 
across the Enterprise.  

 
Technical support services 
The Division Newport Operation 

Steadfast Team won the technical 
support services category. Division 
Newport team members are Brian W. 
Alexander, Robert P. Angelini, 
Vincent Benfeito, Joshua L. Ricketts, 
Joshua J. Carter, Nicole C. 
Rodrigues, William R. Rolla, Mickey 
K. Correll, Bailey J. Wandyg, David 
I. Gimple and Brian C. Woomer, all 
of the USW Electromagnetic Systems 
Department; David A. Giroux, 
Gregory M. Kocab, Benjamin W. 
Lessard, Kristin M. Riddle and Troy 
A. Christiansen, all of the Platform 
and Payload Integration Department; 
and Adam J. Carvalho, USW 
Electromagnetic Systems 
Department. 
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By Jeff Prater 
NUWC Division Newport 
Public Affairs 

 
The heat of the day did little to 

suppress the spirits of those who 
attended the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center (NUWC) Division Newportôs 
150th anniversary celebration and 
monument commemoration on July 
29. Dignitaries extolled the virtues of 
the commandôs work both in the past 
and the present, emphasizing the 
workforceôs dedication to the mission 
as a critical aspect of Division 
Newportôs success. 
About 500 employees, dignitaries 

and alumni attended the event in 
support of the commandôs historic 
accomplishments since its inception 
in 1869 as the Naval Torpedo Station 
on Goat Island in Newport. The 
diverse careers represented by the 
crowd ð full of engineers, scientists, 
technology experts, divers, writers, 
administrative staff and accountants 
ð were indicative of Division 
Newportôs importance in supporting 
a comprehensive naval fleet. 
ñWhat unites us all is the fact that 

what you do here gives our men and 
women at sea the tools, the weapons 
and equipment they need not only to 
contest our adversaries, but to 
prevail,ò Sen. Jack Reed, the ranking 
member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said. ñFor the 
people who have worked here in the 
past 150 years, it wasnôt a job; itôs a 
vocation and a commitment to the 
country. I honor you for that and 
thank you for that.ò 
Reed was part of the leadership 

group charged with removing the 
blue fabric concealing a 150th 

anniversary monument, a dark 
granite submarine sail-shaped slab 
situated on an 18-foot, ground-level, 
three-tone, granite compass rose. 
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse; Rep. Jim 
Langevin, member of the House 
Armed Service Committee and 
House Committee on Homeland 
Security; Rear Adm. Eric Ver Hage, 
Commander, Naval Sea System 
Command (NAVSEA) Warfare 
Centers; Don McCormack, Senior 
Executive Service (SES), Executive 
Director, NAVSEA Warfare Centers; 
Division Newport Commanding 
Officer Capt. Michael Coughlin; and 
Division Newport Technical Director 
Ron Vien, SES, also took part in the 
unveiling. 
ñThroughout our 150-year 

history, tens of thousands of 
employees have proudly served our 
nation by advancing the state-of-the-
art in undersea warfare, making our 
Navy No. 1 in the world,ò Vien said. 

ñThis is the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center, Division Newport: Undersea 
superiority ð yesterday, today and 
tomorrow!ò 
Division Newport cybersecurity 

specialist Anthony Porter didnôt fully 
understand how impactful his work, 
and that of the entire division, was 
until he heard about it from the 
congressional delegation and 
leadership in attendance at the event. 
ñItôs so good to see this, and see 

why our work matters,ò he said at the 
commemoration. ñIt reaffirms what 
we do, and puts emphasis on our 
work for the fleet and how [Division 
Newport] impacts it.ò 
Financial analysts Tess Heidel 

and Ann Tetreault similarly felt 
inspired.  
ñThis keeps us motivated and 

gives purpose to what we do,ò 

Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport 

Commanding Officer Capt. Michael Coughlin (from left); 

Technical Director Ron Vien, SES; Sen. Jack Reed; Don 

McCormack, Senior Executive Service (SES), Executive 

Director, NAVSEA Warfare Centers; Rear Adm. Eric Ver Hage, 

Commander, NAVSEA Warfare Centers; Rep. Jim Langevin, and 

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse revealed the monument commem-

orating Division Newportôs 150th anniversary on July 29. 

NUWC Division 

Newport honored 

for 150 years of 

service to the  

U.S. Navy 

Continued on next page 
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Tetreault said.  
At around 9:30 a.m., employees 

began situating themselves in seats 
underneath the large tent as the Brass 
Quintet from the Rhode Island Army 
National Guardôs 88th Army Band 
played. Seats quickly filled up, and a 
large crowd formed behind the tent. 
Public Affairs Officer Jeff Prater, 

who served as the master of 
ceremonies, opened the speaking 
portion of the dedication ceremonies 
by introducing Coughlin, who 
recognized those in attendance, as 
well as the workforce, past and 
present. 
ñWe modified our standard vision 

of undersea superiority today and 
tomorrow to add in the yesterday 
piece,ò Coughlin said about planning 
for the 150th anniversary. ñThere 
really isnôt too much yesterday about 
the folks who preceded us, but rather 
an enduring contribution to the 
common defense that they made 
through their accomplishments and to 
the today and tomorrow generations. 
They trained, they inspired, and they 
mentored to this day.ò 
Reed then discussed how whether 

it was producing gun cotton in 1893, 
military equipment during World 
War I or the nearly 19,000 weapons 
during World War II, Division 
Newport has always been at the 
forefront at developing technologies 
to ñgive our servicemen and women 
the cutting edge, the decisive edge in 
battle.ò 
In closing, Reed turned his 

attention toward the present and 
future, noting that Americaôs edge in 
global undersea superiority is 
diminishing.  
ñWeôre still ahead, but now we 

have to renew our efforts to lengthen 
our advantage to be absolutely 
dominant underwater,ò Reed said. 
ñIôm committed to ensuring NUWC 
has whatever it needs to provide our 
men and women at-sea with all they 
need to win the battle and deter the 

war.ò 
Reedôs cohort in the Senate, 

Whitehouse, shared impactful words 
as he discussed the importance of 
ocean research with respect to 
climate change. 
ñWe know less about the bottom 

of our oceans than we do about the 
backside of the moon, and we are 
changing our oceans dramatically 
right now,ò Whitehouse said. ñWeôre 
pumping so much excess heat into 
the oceans right now that it amounts 

to four Hiroshima-sized nuclear 
devices going off every single 
second. If that all turned into heat, 
thatôs how much weôre warming the 
oceans. 
ñWe are going to need to know as 

a species a lot more about the oceans. 
The types of technologies that are 
developed here not only have the 
national security uses that Jack talked 
about, but they will be very important 
for scientific research and 
exploration,ò he said. 

AROUND THE STATION é  

The 150th anniversary commemoration was a day for reunions 

such as when former and current Naval Undersea Warfare 

Center Division Newport technical directors and members of 

the Senior Executive Service gathered for a photo. Pictured are 

Dr. John Sirmalis (seated from left), Richard Bonin and Mary 

Woghlemuth (standing, center) with Donald McCormack 

(standing, from left), Executive Director, NAVSEA Warfare 

Centers, and Division Newportôs current Technical Director 

Ron Vien.  

NUWC,  continued 
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U.S. Naval War College on July 
29 held its 12th Faculty Cloister, an 
annual event that gathers the teaching 
staff to recognize top educators, 
share priorities for the coming school 
year and address special academic 
topics. 
Navy Cmdr. Michael OôHara 

received the Weschler Award for 
Inspirational Teaching for his work 
in the Strategy and Policy 
Department. 
Nominated by department Chair 

David Stone, OôHara was 
acknowledged for his leadership of 
seminars that received perfect or near
-perfect ratings from students last 
year.  
OôHara was also recognized for 

lectures on cyber warfare, 
termination of war and U.S. strategy 
in the Arabian Gulf, in addition to a 
reading workshop he organized to 
help students manage their heavy 
workload. 
ñHis dedication and work ethic, 

enthusiasm for teaching, innovation 
in the classroom and commitment to 
student success are exemplary among 
the collegeôs uniformed professors,ò 
according to the award citation. 
Thomas J. Cutler, a faculty 

member in the College of Distance Education and an award-winning 
author, received the Distinguished 
Fleet Professor Award. This award, 
now in its third year, is given for 
superior professional performance as 
a teacher and mentor. 
Cutlerôs recognition is based on 

peer and student nominations, which 
were reviewed by a selection board 
of the senior College of Distance 
Education faculty member and 
previous winners. He teaches in 
Annapolis, Maryland, through the 
collegeôs Fleet Seminar Program. 
ñHis dedication to his craft and to 

his students is second to none as 
reflected by his student and colleague 
rankings over the course of his nearly 
thirty-year career in the College of 
Distance Education,ò Cutlerôs award 
citation notes. 

The faculty also heard from 
Deanna Conley, a special-education 
consultant and owner of Prosper 
Special Education Advocacy 
Services, about the challenges of 
adult learning. 
The Cloister concluded with 

reports from the collegeôs deans 
about whatôs coming in the new 
academic year. 
Haun said associate professor 

Amanda Rosen will join the college 
as associate director of the newly 
created Teaching Excellence Center.  
Rosen was previously associate 

professor of politics and international 
relations and a fellow in the Institute 
for Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Studies at Webster University in St. 
Louis, Mo. 

U.S. Naval War College Holds 12th Annual Faculty Cloister 

Lewis Duncan, acting president of U.S. Naval War College, 

gives the opening remarks for the Faculty Cloister 2019 at the 

college, July 29, 2019. The Faculty Cloister is an event that 

gathers the teaching staff of the college to recognize top 

instructors from the prior year, share priorities for the coming 

school year and address special academic topics. (U.S. Navy 

photo by MC2 Tyler D. John)  


